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to the class of literature of which it is the most eminent example.1
Aim Mohammed al. Kasim ibn *Ali ibn Mohammed ibn 'Othman jal Hariri was born at Basra, in the year 446 of the Eijra (AJ>. 1054 or 1055), and he died in 515 (1121-2), or 516 (1122-3), in his native city. His life was, therefore, contemporary with the first Crusade, and the irruptions of the Christian hosts added much to the political troubles amid which his lot was east. The whole aspect of the Mohammedan world had changed since the days when Basra, with its sister and rival city Kufa, had been founded by the victorious Arabs.of 'Omar's Khalifate. Power had passed away from the Arab race in Syria and Irak; military enterprise had decayed, or existed only in the primitive form of the ghazw or foray. The intellectual vigour, as well as the political supremacy, of the Arabs was waning in those regions. The Abbasside Iflialifs of the eleventh century were almost as much the shadows of former power as the Emperors of the East; they retained little more than their religious supremacy. In the boyhood of Hariri, Toghril Beg, the grandson of Seljuk, had been confirmed by the powerless Khalif Al Ka ?im bi-anxr allah, in all his conquests, loaded with honours, saluted as King of the East and. "West, and endowed with the hand of the Khalif's daughter. In the next reign, that of Al Muktadi, the Seljuk Turks captured Jerusalem, and by their outrages against the Christian pilgrims, excited the "Western nations to the Crusade. At the time when the
1 In treating of the life of Hariri, I have, availed myself largely of the facts brought together by M.M. Eeinaud and Derenbourg, in their preface to the second edition of De Sacy's Hariri.